
 

PROFILE                                      

1 NAME Aisyah Saad Abdul Rahim 

2 ACADEMIC POSITION Associate Professor 

3 STATUS OF 
APPOINTMENT Permanent 

4 CITIZENSHIP Malaysian 
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EDUCATION 

Ph.D. (Pharmaceutical Chemistry), University of 
Nottingham, United Kingdom, 2005. 
B.Pharm. (Hons.), Welsh School of Pharmacy, Cardiff 
University, 1996. 
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WORKING 
EXPERIENCE 

 
2005 - 2018 
Senior Lecturer (Medicinal Chemistry), School of 
Pharmaceutical Sciences, Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) 
Former Editor-in-Chief, Malaysian Journal of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences; USM MOOC Manager. 
 
2020 - 2022 
Resource Person/Consultant to Sarawak Biodiversity Centre,  
 
Since 2017: 
Judge for QS Reimagine Education Awards: "Oscars of 
Higher Education". In Hybrid Learning, ICT in Education, 
Educational Apps and VR.  
Further details on my previous experiences, kindly visit: 
https://draisyah.com/about/ 

 

 7 CURRENT ACADEMIC 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

E-learning Coordinator, Faculty of Pharmacy 
PHC525 NSAIDs, GIT System & Pharmacotherapeutics 
(Lectures) 
PHC427 Principles of Pharmacology and Medicinal Chemistry 
(Lectures) 
PHC464 Pharmaceutical Organic Chemistry (Tutorials) 
PHC414 Fundamentals of Pharmaceutical Chemistry (Practical 
and PBL) 
PHC501 Pharmacognosy (Practical) 
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RESEARCH INTERESTS/ 
PROJECTS 

ResearcherID: AAE-5022-2021 
ORCID: 0000-0002-0241-9804 
Scopus Author ID: 24528457300 

Medicinal Chemistry & Educational Technology,  
Pharmacy Education; Teaching Innovations;  
Online & Micro-credential Courses, MOOCs.  

Reviewer for national & international journals including: 
Pharmacy Education (an International Pharmaceutical  
Federation (FIP) journal) 
Synthetic Communications 
Phytochemistry Letters 
Letters in Drug Design and Discovery 
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PUBLICATIONS 

 
Books & E-books  
1. Garis panduan pelaksanaan Pembelajaran Teradun 
gantian (pembelajaran dalam talian), Contributor, Jabatan 
Pendidikan Tinggi Kementerian Pendidikan Malaysia, 
Cetakan Pertama, 2020. 
2. The Magic in Your Hand: 5-Step Approach to 
Structuring Your Presentation for Simplicity, Clarity and 
Impact. Dr. Aisyah Saad, eBook, ISBN: 9781393058786. 19 
August 2019. Get it: https://books2read.com/u/m2rZ5O 
3. Elevate: Stories and Lessons in Academic Presentations 
that Guide, Inspire and Lift You Above the Rest, Dr. Aisyah 
Saad, ISBN: Print, 978-976-16875-0-5; Amazon.com, 978-
1794525221. Jan, 2019.  
4. MOOCs Malaysia, The Journey. A publication of 
Malaysia Higher Education (JPT), Malaysia Ministry of 
Education, Contributor for Chapter 1. ISBN: 978-983-3225-
14-9 (print). First published, 2019.  
5. Malaysia MOOC Quality Practices, A publication of 
Malaysia Higher Education (JPT), Malaysia Ministry of 
Education, Contributor, ISBN: 978-983-3225-10-1 (print). First 
published, 2018.  
6. Creative Online Icebreakers: Over 30 Tips and Real 
Examples for Online Instructors to Initiate Social Exchanges 
and Conversations in Online Courses, Dr. Aisyah Saad Abdul 
Rahim and Dr. Radziah Adam. eBook, 2017. ISBN: 978-138-
662-225-3, https://books2read.com/u/ 4NR168  
7. Guideline for The Implementation Of High-Impact 
Educational Practices In The Curiculum, Aida Suraya Md. 
Yunus, Aisyah Saad Abdul Rahim, Fauziah Abdul Rahim, Suria 
Baba, Mohd Hisyam Rasidi, Norizah Mohd Mustamil, Shahrin 
Hashim, Tengku Faekah Tengku Ariffin, Wan Ali Wan Mat, 
Yahya Samian, Rosna Awang-Hashim; 2016, Centre for 
Academic Development (CaDE), Universiti Putra Malaysia, 70 
pages. ISBN: 978-967-960-380-4  



 
Academic Book chapter 
Abdul Rahim, A. S. and von Itzstein, M., Recent Progress in the 
Discovery of Neuraminidase Inhibitors as Anti-influenza 
Agents, In: Manoj C. Desai, Ed., Annual Reports in Medicinal 
Chemistry, Academic Press, 2013, Vol. 48, Chapter 16, pp. 
249-263. ISBN: 978-0-12-800167-7.  
 
Selected Publications 
1. Arumugam, N., Abdul Rahim, A. S., Abd Hamid, S., 
Osman, H.; 2012, Straightforward synthesis of novel 1- (2’-
ethyl--O-D-glycopyranosyl) 2-arylbenzimidazoles, Molecules, 
17 (8), 9887-9899. ISSN: 1420-3049 [MDPI, ISI IF: 2.465, 2015; 
Q2-Organic Chemistry]  
2. Abdul Rahim, A. S., Salizawati Muhamad Salhimi, 
Natarajan Arumugam, Lim Chung Pin, Ng Shy Yee, Nithya 
Niranjini Muttiah, Wong Boon Keat, Shafida Abd. Hamid, 
Hasnah Osman, Ishak b Mat; 2013, Microwave- assisted 
synthesis of sec/tert-butyl 2-arylbenzimidazoles and their 
unexpected antiproliferative activity towards ER negative 
breast cancer cells, Journal of Enzyme Inhibition and 
Medicinal Chemistry, 28 (6), 1255-1260 
(doi:10.3109/14756366.2012.729828), ISSN: 1475-6366 
[Informa Healthcare, ISI IF: 3.428, 2015] 
3. Hamzah, S., Abd Hamid, S. and Abdul Rahim, A. S.; 
2015, Improved method of Fischer esterification of 
substituted benzoic acid under sealed-vessel microwave 
condition, Journal of Physical Chemistry, ISSN: 2180-4230, 
[Scorpus, Q3-Material Sciences]  
4. Gamified Online Quizzes: Pharmacy Student 
Perceptions of Learning in an Undergraduate Medicinal 
Chemistry Course, Abdul Rahim, A. S.; Abu Ziden, A.; Yap, BK, 
Malaysian Journal of Pharmacy 6(1), Dec 2020. 
5. Pharmacy Students’ Perceptions and Performance from 
a Microlearning-based Virtual Practical on the Elucidation of 
Absolute Configuration of Drugs (manuscript under revision), 
2021. 
 

10 RESEARCH GRANTS 

 
Competen-SEA funded by Erasmus+ program of EU 
commission. Entrepreneurship MOOC for Single Mothers. 
~RM1 million. Co-researcher, MOOC course developer & 
Coordinator. 2016 - 2018. http://competen-sea.eu/project-
info/ | Entrepreneurship MOOC: https://jomduit.usm.my 
 

11 AWARDS 

Selected: 
Wharton-QS Stars Reimagine Education Award 2014 
(Shortlisted, Hybrid Learning)  
Best Paper Presenter for Interactive Lecture, SOTL 
Symposium at Academy of Higher Education (AKEPT), 



Malaysia, Ministry of Education, Aug 2014.  
University’s Teaching Excellence Award 2012 (Anugerah 
Pendidik Sanjungan) for creative and interactive approaches 
in teaching and learning.  
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INVOLVEMENT IN 
PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANISATIONS 

Registered pharmacist with Malaysian Pharmacy Board 
and Malaysian Pharmacists Society (MPS). 
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PARTICIPATION  
IN  CONTINUING 
EDUCATION 

 
Workshops and Talks 
 
1. Trainer. Producing Engaging Instructional Videos: A Hands-

on Workshop for Faculty members, Faculty of Pharmacy, 
UiTM Puncak Alam, 28 September 2020. 

2. Invited Speaker. Designing Effective Presentation, Teaching 
and Learning Course for New Lecturers, Universiti Sains 
Malaysia, Series 2/2020, 24 September 2020. 

3. Invited Speaker. Online Learning for Pharmacy Students: 
Overview, Tools & Measures to Ensure Optimum Students 
Outcomes, UiTM Shah Alam, 8 September 2020. 

4. Invited Speaker. Designing Effective Presentation, Teaching 
and Learning Course for New Lecturers, Universiti Sains 
Malaysia, Series 1/2020, 23 February 2020. 

5. Trainer. Digitising Content & MOOC Development Workshop 
at Universiti Malaysia Kelantan, FIAT@UMK, 18-19 Nov 2019.  

6. Trainer. Presentation Makeover 3.0 at Universiti Sains 
Malaysia, organised under CDAE@USM, 5 Nov 2019.  

7. Trainer. Four Micro-training Sessions: Powerpoint, MS Word 
(Mendeley), Social Media (LinkedIn) and Video Skills, 
Harpswell Foundation, Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 7-8 Sept 
2019.  

8. Trainer. Zen Presentation - Hands-on Application. 1st Negeri 
Sembilan Public Health Symposium 2019, 29 August 2019. 
https://www.ppkans.com/  

9. Invited Speaker. How to give an effective scientific 
presentation. 5th Institute for Molecular Medicines 
(INFORMM) Colloquium 2019, Universiti Sains Malaysia. 25 
July 2019.  

10.  Trainer. Harpswell–ASEAN Program in Women’s Leadership, 
under Communication, Technology and Leadership 
Curriculum (in Partnership with KANITA), Universiti Sains 
Malaysia, 25-26 June 2019.  

11.  Invited Speaker. Elevate Your Research Presentations! for 
postgraduate researchers @Centre for Drug Research. 
Universiti Sains Malaysia Health Campus. 26 April 2019. 
http://bit.ly/elevate-research  

 
For a full list of speaking engagements and workshops,  
kindly visit https://draisyah.com/speaking-engagements-
workshops/ 
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COMMUNITY 
SERVICES 

 
I maintain a blog on pharmacy careers, presentations and 
technology in higher education. It is visited by readers and 
learners around the world: 
 
ACE That Presentation! website and blog 
www.draisyah.com 
 
Top read (over 11K views): 
https://draisyah.com/doctor-im-confused-which-
pharmacy-career-should-i-choose  
 
ACE That Presentation! YouTube Channel for 
Lifelong Learners on Presentations and Teaching 
with Technology: 
https://bit.ly/ATP-youtube 
 
ACE That Presentation! MOOC 
https://www.openlearning.com/courses/atp 
 

 


